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Building common ground: How one
initiative is teaching India the
language of peace

By Genesis

Published on: Oct 16,2025 04:36 pm IST E] _';El 0 e @

Common Ground's initiative provides educators with
tools for pluralism, emphasising interreligious
engagement and inclusive curricula.

Common Ground reveals alarming survey results on religious and caste-based slurs
among students, prompting a call for action. (Source: Common Ground)

In a nation of wide diversity, where classrooms and
communities can sometimes become divided, a quiet
movement is underway—led by 17-year-old Gauri Gupta. She
is the founder of Common Ground, an initiative using
multireligious learning and peacebuilding to help create a
society where difference is seen as something to understand
and respect.

The reason for this work is clear. Common Ground's
nationwide research, surveying over 4,000 students and 520
teachers, revealed a concerning picture: 83% of students
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From oral histories to digital archives: How Gauri
Gupta 1s fighting caste discrimination

Gupta’s work goes beyond awareness and education. The People’s Collectives regularly brings Dalit and Tribal
leaders together with government officials including panchayat representatives.

Statesman News Service | New Delhi | October 28, 2025 10:36 am
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auri Gupta, a 17-year-old woman, is quietly shaking up the social landscape in India. Caste AVeRSGent
G discrimination and atrocities still shape lives across the country. And, this young activist has taken

it upon herself to amplify long-ignored voices.

Through her organisation, The People’s Collectives, Gupta is combining oral histories, digital innovation,

education and legal reform to create real change for Dalit and Tribal communities.

Advertisement
“Our goal is to decentralise caste power and return agency to people whose voices have been silenced for
generations,” Gupta explains. Already, her work spans four states: Gujarat, Karnataka, Maharashtra, and

Rajasthan.
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@rarebookschool.bsky.social doesn't generally accept high school
students but they made an exception for Gauri in my Fragmentology
class last summer. | am so proud of her! LOOK WHAT SHE DID! #1i1F
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Bridging archives: The role of IlIF in global manuscript preservation

India’s manuscript tradition is among the richest in the world, spanning centuries,
languages, and disciplines. Yet, much of this vast repository remains fragmented, ...

@ timesofindia.indiatimes.com
8 October 2025 at 23:54 &) Everybody can reply
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s llIF Consortium @iiif.bsky.social - 19d
|\ This is wonderful! Please send Gauri our way. We'd love to see her work,
maybe at our Online Meeting in January?
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Lisa Fagin Davis @lisafdavis.bsky.social - 19d
I'll let her know!
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Gauri Gupta @gauriguptaa.bsky.social - 18d
Thank you! None of this would have been possible without your
guidance!!!! 7
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Rare Book School @rarebookschool.bsky.social - 19d

Fabulous!!
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@ Rare Book School reposted this

? Communications | Public Humanities | Program Management | Histori...
1w » ®
Wise words from Indian high school student Gauri Gupta, who writes about the
importance of preserving archives through collective, inclusive practices: "To
inherit is not to possess, it is to choose responsibility over reverence."

§ . Katie Hodges-Kluck, PhD @ - 3rd+ + Follow

| met Gauri this past summer when she took Lisa Fagin Davis's course on Medieval
Manuscript Fragments at Rare Book School, and | am excited to see where her
manuscript work takes her!

https://Inkd.in/fe5AYgEgB
Bridging archives: The role of IlIF in global manuscript

preservation
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Bridging archives: The role of IlIF in global manuscript
preservation

October 8, 2025, 7.00 PM IST / Gauri Gupta in Voices, India, TOI
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India’'s manuscript tradition is among the richest in the world, spanning

UGC, please do the math

—

centuries, languages, and disciplines. Yet, much of this vast repository
remains fragmented, fragile, and inaccessible. The technical, linguistic, and 2 India’s midnight economy!
curatorial expertise required to work with these materials is immense, and

3 Razia Sultan and Noor Jahan: What girls
urgently needed. lose when queens are erased

At the same time, a parallel challenge has emerged. Despite the scale and
significance of India’'s manuscript heritage, youth engagement still remains
limited. This disconnect is due to the absence of structured exposure,

sustained mentorship, and platforms that translate this legacy into
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Experience the Vibrant Tapestry of Urban
Life in "JIVANAM - Life in the City"
Exhibition by Gauri Gupta

Updated on: 29 May,2023 01:09 PM IST | Mumbai
BrandMedia | advertorial @mid-day.com
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Embark on a visual journey through the captivating streets of Mumbai as talented young

artist Gauri Gupta presents her solo exhibition, "JIVANAM - Life in the City."

Gauri Gupta - A 15-year-old innovator, writer and street photographer

This immersive exhibition explores the contemplation of life in the bustling metropolis through a

captivating collection of photographs that capture the essence of everyday experiences.

Gauri Gupta, a 15-year-old writer and street photographer, brings a unique and creative perspective
to her work. Her keen eye and thought-provoking approach have already garnered attention from

esteemed publications, including the New York Times. Now, she invites art enthusiasts and the



Read to India: Empowering Visually Impaired Readers with
Inclusive Storytelling and Accessible Literature
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Gauri Gupta




All signs
point to art

Last weekend, Access For All
founder Siddhant Shah was in Delhi
as the Mumbai-based accessibility
initiative participated in the Purple
Fest hosted by the Rashtrapati
Bhavan. “We have been working
with Gauri Gupta’s Read To India,

a start-up organisation making
literature and reading accessible

for special needs audiences. We
presented a Braille version of The
Constitution of India and The
Ramayana with tactile images. It
takes off from the idea of Braille-
comics, where visually-impaired
individuals can also experience
stories in vivid detail,” Shah
revealed. The images, accompanied
with text in Braille enable readers to
experience details such as Ravana’s
10 heads, or Hanuman carrying the
Sanjeevani mountain, using their '
touch. “The books have been sent (Top) A visually-impaired visitor reads
out to 10 blind schools, and are the book; (above) a close-up of a tactile
available on order,” added Shah. Image. PICS COURTESY/ACCESSFORALL




Gauri Gupta's Journey to Empowering the
Visually Impaired

Updated on: 05 August,2024 05:09 PM IST | Mumbai
Buzz | sumit.zarchobe @mid-day.com

/ FOLLOW ON -
Share: f Q X m ' @ Google Ncws> -g Text AA AA e
Gauri Gupta's journey from a fair to founding Read to India exemplifies the power of L

determination, innovation, and inclusivity.

Gauri Gupta

The COVID-19 pandemic disrupted traditional education systems worldwide, presenting unique

challenges and opportunities.
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Inspiration Hub

Gauri Gupta, 16, redefines art and education at
Jaipur Art Week

The uniqueness of Gauri’s exhibition lies in the incorporation of tactile elements, emphasizing the importance
of touch in art appreciation.

i

aipur Art Week is poised to become the canvas for a transformative exhibition challenging the SCvsisement
conventional norms of art and education. At the forefront of this groundbreaking initiative is 15-year-
old Gauri Gupta, a prodigious artist, innovator, and founder of The Read India Foundation. Gauri’s

exhibition, “JIVANAM - Life in the City,” promises to bring a fresh wave of inclusivity and diversity to the

art world.



The Cathedral and John Connon School
November 24, 2021, &

Gauri Gupta of Std. 8 took part in the Youth Ideathon-India @ 75, India's largest Festival of “Ideas”

from classes 6th-12th organized by the Ministry of Skill Development and Entrepreneurship and
ThinkStartup.

Gauri successfully presented her pitch for her initiative Read to India and emerged as the top 10
finalists. She won a cash prize of Rs. Rs.25,000 for the “Best Social Entrepreneurship Idea.”

Well done Gauri!!
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auri Gupta

Founder, Art Ki Pathshala
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